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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to a new and exciting year ahead at Falcon Junior School! I hope you all had a wonderful, restful summer break. It is fantastic to see the school filled with energy and enthusiasm once again.
At the end of last year, we said goodbye to Mr Turner who impressed us all with his ability to get to know a whole new class and successfully pick up the teaching by stepping in to help for the summer term in year 3. We also said a sad farewell to the lovely Mrs Zieba who not only supported a pupil with medical needs across their time at Falcon, but who was also respected by all the staff and pupils that had the pleasure of working with her. We also say goodbye to Mr Streeter who worked at Falcon for over a year as a higher-level teaching assistant covering classes for absent teachers. Mr Streeter is a qualified teacher who stepped in to teach in Year 6 for a term last year – he worked incredibly hard to ensure that the year 6 pupils in his class were supported with minimal disruption to their learning. Mr Streeter is having a complete change of career which will allow him the opportunity to share his love of travel. Finally, we have two lovely ladies on maternity leave; Mrs Davison and Miss Franco are leaving us for now. Mrs Davison is having her second child and Miss Franco her first! We shall be thinking of them over the next few weeks and awaiting their good news! Whilst we will all miss the aforementioned staff massively, we also want to wish them lots of luck for the future!
As ever, the school diary is already filling up with lots of fantastic learning opportunities with trips, visitors and residentials already booked. Our wonderful office staff will ensure that parents are kept up-to-date with the school calendar of events. Please make use of the Class Dojo for keeping in touch with your child’s teacher and for finding out about events, as well as my weekly roundup of the learning taking place across the school.  We do politely request that important messages are called into the office to ensure that they are received as teachers will only monitor the Class Dojo between 8.30 am and up until 5pm. Staff do not have time to check for messages during the school day because they are teaching! We also ask that absences are called into the school office by 8.30am every day and not via the Dojo. For safeguarding reasons and to offer support if needed, one of our designated safeguarding leads will carry out a home visit if we do not hear from you. 
Looking to priorities for the year ahead, a major focus is pupil wellbeing, which we will actively support as we know that children learn best when they feel safe, happy, and emotionally secure. We are proud to be an inclusive school where all children matter. For us, inclusion means high expectations for all pupils, no matter what their starting point is. When pupils face barriers to their learning, we will implement adaptations to the environment, the curriculum, and individual positive behaviour plans. These steps will enable all pupils to make the best progress possible and this includes personal, social, and emotional growth, just as much as academic progress.
Finally, we believe it is really important to work closely with you. By partnering together, we can ensure that both home and school are doing everything possible to provide the correct level of challenge and support. This teamwork will enable our pupils to make as much progress as they can independently so please support children with homework tasks and reading as much as possible. We also encourage families to take advantage of the pastoral support on offer at Falcon so please contact the school office for more details of our Parent Support Advisor…we are here to help.
Thank you for your continued support as we embark on this exciting year together.
Warm regards,
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Sharon Hunter
Falcon Junior School
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